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April 25: Under agreements concluded April 19 between the contras on the one hand, and on the
other, the incoming government of Violeta Barrios de Chamorro and the outgoing Sandinista
National Liberation Front (FSLN), contra fighters were to begin surrendering their weapons to a UN
peacekeeping force (UN Observer Force for Central America- ONUCA). The contras also agreed
to concentrate in five security zones, and to have completed the disarmament process by June
10. By April 25, Sandinista Popular Army (EPS) soldiers had withdrawn from the zones. Next, the
agreements specified that contra fighters would receive food aid and other humanitarian assistance
once they surrendered their weapons. An assembly of 500 contras ridiculed an invitation from
Barrios de Chamorro's delegate Roberto Ferrey and UN and Organization of American States (OAS)
representatives to begin disarmament during an encounter 23 km. northeast of Yali. They said they
will remain armed, mobilized and ready to resume fighting until the Nicaraguan army is either
disbanded or overhauled to eliminate Sandinista control. April 26: AP reported on reactions by
contras in El Destino, a mountain hamlet located about 136 km. north of Managua, in one of the
five security zones. About 3,000 contra fighters had arrived in the past week, said AP, and another
2,000 were expected. They roamed the 290 sq.km. zone at will, still armed with AK-47 assault rifles,
grenade launchers and other weapons. A few dozen UN peacekeeping soldiers were on duty. The
ONUCA's mandate limits these soldiers to receiving weapons voluntarily turned over to them by
the contras. An Organization of American States (OAS) official who requested anonymity told AP
that although the contras are supposed to disarm in order to receive food aid from the OAS, they
have not done so. The official said that foodstuffs are being distributed anyway, because the OAS
fears the contras would resort to "felonies" if they go hungry. One contra commander threatened
that his forces would "survive by whatever means necessary" if provisions were cut off. Barricada
reported that only 200 contras who have arrived in Security Zone 5 near Almendro in southern
Nicaragua, have announced plans to disarm and demobilize as soon as possible. The rest, said the
Sandinista National Liberation Front's official newspaper, apparently have no plans to disarm in the
immediate future. April 27: In El Amparo, a mountain hamlet in north- central Nicaragua located
in a security zone, an AP correspondent was told by OAS delegate Victor Jimenez that more than
405 kg. of rice, corn and beans had been delivered since the previous afternoon to contra chiefs
for distribution among the troops. He was interviewed at the UN-OAS tent camp headquarters
outside El Amparo. Maj. Ed Peterson of the UN force told journalists that not a single contra had
turned over his weapon as of Thursday afternoon. Contras roamed this 724 sq.km. zone at will,
wholly unsupervised. They, too, were armed with AK-47 assault rifles, grenade launchers, and other
material. April 28: In an editorial, Barricada said that if the contras refuse to disarm once again,
Vice President Virgilio Godoy and the extreme right of the National Opposition Union (UNO)
will be responsible. The FSLN's official newspaper pointed out that several contra commanders,
including Galeano, have publicly dismissed the April 19 agreements. Barricada noted that contra
leaders have used innumerable pretexts to maintain themselves armed and recipients of free food,
clothing, medical aid, and shelter. The editorial added that regardless of the content of their most
recent justifications, as long as they remained armed the contra forces represent a threat to national
security, political stability and peace. Vice President Godoy's actions as cheerleader to keep the
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contras armed, and thus preserve a threat to the nation's security, were described as "scandalous."
April 30: President Violeta Chamorro told reporters in Managua that she would meet with contra
military chief Israel Galeano May 2 to discuss the contras' new demands. Galeano has said he wants
the EPS dismantled or, at the very least, the departure of Gen. Humberto Ortega and top Sandinista
military officers from the army. ONUCA representative Maj. Jose Luis Garcia told reporters that as
of April 30, only one contra fighter had surrendered his weapons to the UN mission. He said nearly
9,000 contras had concentrated in the five security zones. May 1: At a May Day event in Managua,
former president Daniel Ortega said the refusal of the contras to disarm "threatens once again the
resumption of war." (Basic data from Notimex, 04/26/90, 04/28/90, 04/30/90, 05/01/90; AP, 04/26/90,
04/27/90, 04/30/90; Xinhua, 05/01/90)
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